
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; James P. “Sean” Viars; James 

Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor                          

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief     

 

Administration Absent:   None  

 

Others Present: None       
 

 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve 

the minutes of the October 26, 2021, meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of five (5) for: Jonas, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Mayor Litz stated that he received a phone call from a citizen requesting documentation of the 

agreement stating that the town will take care of the Etter property that was purchased by 

Klockner Pentaplast. Mayor Litz stated that he will forward the information to the citizen.   
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POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that Halloween night was great.  He stated that the radar trailer arrived 

over the weekend.  He stated that it will be useful for many different applications.  

Councilmember Viars asked how the Asbury trunk-or-treat went on Church Street.  Chief 

Breedlove stated that it went smooth, and he did not have any issues with traffic.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This item is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Treasurer Patton stated that the deposit and signed agreement 

has been sent in for the main act.  Town Manager Childers stated that he is reviewing the rider to 

make sure everything is in order. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Councilmember Viars asked when the committee was going to 

meet regarding updating the ordinance.  Town Manager Childers stated that the committee needs 

to meet and add the new verbiage to the ordinance.  Councilmember Viars stated that the new 

state law went into effect July 1, 2021. 

 

DR PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that he has been approached by two vendors 

to set up at the event in 2022.  He added that he will be in touch with Troy Harris before the next 

meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS- Councilmember Viars stated that a 

gentleman is interested in purchasing the mobile home park on the 600 block of North Main 

Street.  He would like to replace some of the trailers to upgrade the property.  A motion was 

made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve the 

conditional use permit for the trailer park on North Main Street that was purchased by David 

Ryan.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5):  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) 

against. 

 

Treasurer Patton reported that she and Town Manager Childers met with Steve Stone with BMS 

Direct.  She stated that there will not be a cost to the town to implement the program unless a 

decision is made to integrate the current FMS software with the Billzpay+ software.  If the 

systems are integrated, then the data will be current when accessed by the customer.  She 

explained that when the water cutoffs are made for nonpayment then the reconnect fees are 

added.  If the systems are not integrated the fee will not be visible to the customer when they 

login to pay the bill.  If the systems are integrated, then the data will be live, and balances will be 

current.  Councilmember Viars asked if the charge will be a flat rate.  Treasurer Patton stated that 

Southern Software will have a fee.  Over the next couple of weeks, the two companies will be 

communicating and then send a quote for any fees to integrate.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad received a 

payment from Medicare this week in the amount of $6,100.  They have hired one additional 

employee, so the overtime should decrease.  The board is working to rewrite the bylaws and 

produce an employee handbook. Town Manager Childers stated that in the old bylaws the squad 

members appointed the board members. He asked Councilmember Duncan if this would be 

addressed in the new bylaws.  Councilmember Duncan stated that it will be changed.  

Councilmember Hash asked if the members were getting along better.  Councilmember Duncan 

stated that the attitudes are much better. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None  

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – This item will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- The drainage structures were delivered this morning.  This project will resume 

immediately.  Once the structures are put in place, the town will then have a starting point to lay 

the necessary drainage lines. 

- One of the battery backups for the water plant has been installed and will backup the 

communications within the plant for more than 8 or 9 hours at least. 

- Brain Reed has been reaching out to DHCD about a possible meeting, but nothing has 

materialized.  He has been sending progress reports and pictures as things are being delivered to 

the site.  They seem to be satisfied with what’s going on.   

- I am setting up a conference call with PALL Water services about some cost estimates 

for the possibility of developing a water plant at Staley Spring.  This is a resource that not many 

localities have the advantage of having, and it is not being utilized.  We can use it for a back-up 

water source, to take some wear and tear off the facility at Philippi Springs, and possibly use it to 

supply other service areas in the future. 

 

Town Manager Childers reported that the Klockner water project is underway, and the insertion 

valve will be installed on Milk Plant Road. The lines were pressure tested, and Mike Whalen got 

a water sample.  Klockner is paying for one insertion valve and the town will purchase the other.  

Klockner will pay for the insertion valve because it would be more costly to them to shut down 

then pay for the valve which can be placed without shutting off the water. 

 

Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Sunday, November 14 at 3pm.  The ceremony will be 

held inside of the Community Center due to the weather.  Clayton Farmer will be the guest 

speaker and there will be singing. 
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Councilmember Viars asked when Church Street will be paved.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that hopefully Medley Paving will be in town soon.  He added that if they do not contact the 

town soon, then he will hire another company that can get to the project sooner. 

 

Councilmember Viars asked if the Town Manager met with the Depot Foundation.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he met with Amy McBride, Phyllis Hurt, and Frank Akers 

regarding the Farmers Market and they agreed to manage the market for two or three more years.  

Councilmember Jonas asked when the town decided to have a Farmers’ Market.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that the town did not implement a Farmers’ Market at the Depot in Rural Retreat. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for November 9, 2021, were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


